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Biography
"There is no doubt that the vibrancy and organic energy that arises from John's music brings the performers and audience together as one unit - we all jump on the same ride and end up having an amazing journey! John's craftsmanship creates extremes in every sense and for that one cannot categorize his music - he truly manages to communicate with all people"

Evelyn Glennie 2006

“John Psathas is one of the most talented composers of his generation”

George Koumendakis, Director of Music, Opening & Closing Ceremonies, Olympic Games, Athens 2004


John Psathas is not only one of New Zealand’s most frequently performed composers but also one of the finest amongst the younger generation of composers in this country.  Having now established an international reputation he has become one of New Zealand’s most internationally profiled composer.
It was the performance in 2000 of the Saxophone Concerto written for Michael Brecker (in Bologna, Italy), which first drew Psathas’ name to international attention.  The concerto wowed the 8000-strong audience and paved the way for further international performances of Psathas’ larger concert works.  Notable amongst these was the programming of the Percussion Concerto (for four soloists and orchestra) at the 2001 ‘Klangspuren’ Festival in Schwaz, Austria.

In 2002 View from Olympus was given its premiere at a Royal gala Concert during the Manchester Commonwealth Games by Evelyn Glennie and Philip Smith with the Halle Orchestra conducted by Mark Elder.  To date, however, the principle highlight of his career is the exposure Psathas received as the composer of the key ceremonial music for the 2004 Athens Olympic Games.

In 2006 the largest ever orchestral recording project in New Zealand was launched.  View from Olympus consists of a CD/DVD package of three of John Psathas’ concertos:  View from Olympus, Omnifenix and Three Psalms.

John Psathas has received numerous awards and honours, including twice winning the SOUNZ Contemporary APRA Silver Scroll Award (2002 and 2004) for individual work and two Classical CD of the Year awards (2000 and 2004).  In 2003 he was made a New Zealand Arts Foundation Laureate and in 2005 was appointed an Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit (ONZM).

